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IN THE FAST LANE

UOl\... ' ................~. ondu:ldo ___
........ d«1n,- ""'"'"' ;, ru>l"n~ 'h......Sh
""'*""I"JI1rdian., 1Oo1a). TlJcr<,,_
'" «kb<3,e: Amar K.",,'ar and ~h.. l.
~", """"••, Doc""""". I~, lIl"h
k.oIIIIII". eU "'" 01 ,he: Alhi,," (;.Ik-ry in
....._ ....1,,",.;d< 'n,1o "a,",", ., VUI'
"""'-; .-I Manl" Mroi' Shllpo. (lUI'''''
p-.C'raY~ from lj.ftJ'O'~_

~ ..St aL .......... ~1he'lll1
'-"- B ' , -.l Ih: "'* .., of
Scft.;Il~...rAlulDWiy••Ih: ..,
..dJ...., pot ..lIn< rilh:~

Mtct"'l~ _ ,...,.. an " Ibo
""" b!u; TIro:,......, yc>n"",,, <ceo""""
0I~"'~~"""",,,
f_...... ls-I.... F'>n<..1l<nI. ~tiI-.
",,",,~.m.u...'-''''''' ......
-.l_....~b.'OIlI... .:nJ)
hoooio> ~_)N.NI<d""'.-I'­
~1_ .._"'-.,.~1tIp
..,...' ,..,.o-.y- " _-- ...._...., """" """f'''''
..... """"'- .... p1-- ..., ......
..........9 P

B.od.Inn< .. India ...., di>l7icl ha>-rnq
"'.,. ...........01....umboii ..;m~_
'I' S.hhi. C""mould I'r=<>tL BO<Ih, An.
MIl I 'i _ S<cftu<k """inj; i..., larger.

Il'IOI'l: """,,,_ """"""' ................... ill
S""""""'" Nc-"UI\ IOId t-.ln Ooh.lIle
pIkry Ntlw't M,W !'ni'" "'Jft'I"C ...Ie "'"
Apooja~ Media Call • .,.... h,.h h.. >bnv.n
'~b) f'r"""""AIy..IOIdN..'J f'ail mlbe
r<"I-" "" \ i"8 up r,.. , moL""" 1'to: o..~ i An
1'....00:.00.. whk" ha., ..", of """ <'OIJro.
,;,""of,,_nlJl'J'lllY Indian ;, to op. in
~ :!lnl >n<l "'" K<>Ik:o<a Sl""""" ri s~........
-\It (KMO\IA .. 0 fCi'o *1"'bI'" 0IlI0IJW1'0 ..
Ih: oml.inj; ill KolbIa(C_,

Tho~ • --. ;0 .NrpIy "'"""'"
.....<dIfl'" ""'"" oldo: """"""'" o:tht­
biI.... die: an ...net -.l pJdy... __
pne.:.. Hooo....u .•~ lhooI: 0R • ...,01
_~...... I .... ' dr_......-....... """"'""'-........,
lliJiuI """'""""s -.l .. ......,'d .. il/l
,.~.~.~_~'~.".;,... _01 I C _ .....
':: <. 1k<c 0JIl'I'*........ ....,
.-.ide ... ...".,.,..• .......,.... ollho pIb)
-.l .._ dIe: _ .. 01Iloo poibl",

..-. Ia <bon. ""'" <'II do: """"-ol ...

.....h,b."oll "I'""" arreor"' '" cd,~ """'"
..001} ""Pl"'d IOId p<o4 pn<t>=
~apbrd by 1_ i'b.

Pmni>cd "" die foci'"".,", 01<!i'"",,, or
....... Tom ~Inklpoart call> -dialop:-N.;cd
puNk....-"tbe_y Il.j'OM~bj'

.ni" NO\'iOl AllOf in ,be: trib.l area of

Kondapoft. mW India- AIoaf """ ..'Oded
..ilh 1he Ifb>l> ondIbe~~yd
KondIpJolIO ..,....,., do: "N>Ipor (or ........
Ihl...,.~)forth< local ,,'QOrft ..no
00110<"1 ,,",or d1i I~.,n> o(..-.ocr from "'" f'1'JII'I
in lho \ 1I1"i<'_The ;'ill.. Gudi,- (orlCrTljlks (or
duld,,:n) "'" """'" for ,,,Iturlll ><:Ii,-ili<> for
lho ,-il"'a< d ....... I"" ""~k1Jod"''''"
n'an)' """".""11o", ... "h , "",mU"It)
SU;r,J,JI,"I lht oJ'pp:ry o:=in of orti'i"" ond
:wi. \he...,. "'Ihh pnJj<cl"1he ..u"".<JIlI<IilIJ
com""I",,,.II l<> indqlo",lc,u dialoJlOe~
_aull ,,-iIIll""'" indni<bob.

1.;""" "'" ...-c or <Wop< buI ....
b=lby_ '" ....' • ,tl:"oodt/S<-­
~~0.- IS. proj<a II) -....
A_ Sul.~ ud SIw... Auad. A
«<WlI) lloa-. ..~ ....~ p' Ie
.M_boi_ ..~13pidC ..
-. -...Ie" boll. • ..-do fCft" io riaod
1O........... _ ............ boo·R ...~
..--.. _b<tor<m~r..,....
poolI ~&ooo......-. __ .-.
.-l~.. lb<po.....lIOOk •

A> lhc ...... ....- -A ,""'_ ...
br<,•.".l!wwtlb....nv..01""""""l__..
..."" .. <:f"'I1n< ...._ .. "" the """""' d
lhi> __ or potf'"'"' ph;...r..J wor1d _
(om...ion..... 111" >l1I"('Ie and f3dicaI ~"'"
(..Ilil>l.' I dlm"ul, """""..,i"" be, .. ",,"



di$ponlI< IJ>eTJlb<n of a divi<kd neiglIbodlooJ
and also cril>:ally~ !he lirnilfllions of
bow ...,mingly ubiqui1(>ns commun;o.,;""
recMologies = oormaIly used,

Blll1galote-based arti" Abhi>bok HOWl
docs 001 sec himself as all ....-angeli.. of Il<W

l<d'mIogies, bulllas. criIicaI~with
l<dn:>lo£Y. He is inlOreSled in !he s<>ciaI hiSlOry
ofsciontificrtse=h '" India, Ilam..pk>resthe
",lOrS<CIiMS b<:1w= tedmoIogy and cullUre
through anirnMi<oJ and the ...,..,ivedc\'ic<: of •
',isual &l>le: In a Ittt1II _. Sum"""i""
{pH/n! '0 {pH/n? whioh consisted of a
'''glo-dIanPcl video, four lOOOi/M and sourd.
Ilazra resean;hed the early historyof the lrdi3n
Associ.,ion fo< Ihe Culli,..,i"" of Science
(lACS) '" Calcuna - ooe o(!he f.., scieoc<
rtse=h inSl;,ws '" the """""Y, l1lrQugh an
ironio: ci1atiOIl 0( C. V. Raman', 1928 """Wi
on spectros<"l'y. Hvn .,Iempled 10 =i,il
some of /be~ around 'pure' and
':lppIicd'~ """ rnarI:t<! /be CSIabIi>hmenl
of lACS by =rUcu1aling a SO'icIxihc: debo<e in
!he !iO<iaIlanguagcnl""')'Ie1l"'8-

In • world of""""kr3rtd genetic ToodiflCa'
lion and $lem-cell .-=h. lklhi-based ani"
Rohi"i l)ew;hcr ""pI<Jr<, ""waI """'lUreS.
ImpiNd by /<>hanJT WoIf~ Gneth<:., """'"
relical 00I'0Cef'l of the an;llelypal pIaru or !he
Urpfllrnu. Devasller ""lIlIined SInlClUnd \imi_
larities of pl........ """"" and micm;oopic
level '" a ..ae11l;hc: lab under Ihe llI'idonce of
BoIany professors at the Delhi University, fkr
,,'()fk in digi,.1 medii ron,i", of hybrid
organicll1ha1'il<>aI ill. ,",'ilight world holfway
between im.gined and <>b,erve<! realily.
UtaI'lgC denizen' of • .Icience fiction bolanical
garden "'here form and fun<OOn blur and these
"range hybrid "'ian;CS berome more of a
pnMibi6ty of whal could be:'

Wllile Mumhai is ",,,,,,,..ned for !he hl'l"""­
.".ed of i!S wban devdopmenl. i1 is Delhi 1hal
is being aeti",ly lran>fonned from the 00tt0m
~ "i1h rapid changc:s 1O "eI)'1hing fromSl1e<.'l
life 10 wa<er "sage: lI>J number of oniSlS
_ in !he city .... r<:spnnding iIl":",,,ly 10
multiple UJbonisms """ Dtlhi~

l'hOI08"'phs of mil", and mile. of
gOrgrou$ marigold flC'" along !he Y""""", '"
1(>,,; Agarw31". prt>jccl lin... >n" ,u" ,'"
jlQtwn "" 1M riw:,' belie the lruIh. Agarwal, a
rq>.Ittd photogr:opher and also!he di""",,,""ofOIl

""'1roomen.... NGO. do,dy examined !he$elf_
SUSlaining n,ien> e«JfIOIfIlei """ Wldtrpin Ihe
marigold fields. Hi,bIng re<>Jfds: "Each lCreof
L1nd is ftnile for fIowets for 7 montIIs of Ihe
)'t.... from October 10 April !he rIO".."" ....
grown and 1'".:1,•.1 by family and relarives and
50kl <MSI1y ill !he Falellpuri ">an<h in Old Delhi
(.. ,J IOnS off\nwers "'" 50kl c.>d1 morning ill a
matl<l"of. r.... 1Iour< I. ,.I!hey ........,1 IO ltmples,
~ and 0Ill0 """k boon<u .. garlands. or
a, .<lorn"",nll in wedding, and religi"".
rilUa4. Often lI-.,y <rd up IJ;w;:k in !he riv<.- as
de<:aying garbage and dtbri', A $U$IlIinoble "'"
of laod.and • sustoinable li'dihood aloo>l>idc a
clean aru1 IICaIlliy emiroruoclIL"' Thc ,""""'_
mern. 1Joy,.,..".. ;, ocquiring _ of""""
of femle land by !he ri'-.rbcd from !he farrnas
to buik! coo=tt...mums. temples 3I>l. "i1h
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F...... """ "limn.. OIOPlCI. Sir It>Jo III ,_"""". "'-:.007.•_ r_lht~, dO-
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fOCUS ISDIA

the 2010 Common""allh game, aroolld the
COrner, • Commonwc.lth Game. 'illoge
Deeply <Ii""!";",, the farmers and 'illag=
,,-ill lose. 'u".inallic li,..liho<>:! while the
cily looses ilS 11<»0..,.,

Awl llhall.. "'II<> has been • "-'gUlar ,-;sil<>­
l(> ditTen:nt parts ol thc ri>"," "''''" thc paso few
l""'" and ,,-h<>oe "Qrk. """","O<l """'lid lhe
""plicabon of thc .....,. of wll\Cl". undertook 0

48·hour ..1dk along thc ri,,,," as il lr2n>ilionsf""". nmll~...bern mi~ bir<.k
rome to""'" and ,-.getabks line thc ri",r bed<.
I<> "'a Ille cil(' ur>detgr<>w'ld canals poor
"''''" :JOO) mill ... lilefS of l!le city'......:age it«>
thc ri>..... blning iI inll> 0 fetid .......,.A p<>'O'OI'ful
_i.1 archawlogy of the ri'..r, Bh,lI. ho'
<llIrnlp:«l '" make >rnseof the $0<121i~ of
!be ....i<lJy IOOrphing Iarohcape.

[f BII.II.·, pro~1 i' lUI .re""[ogy of
lan<1saIpe, anisl Ayisha Amib>rn has <=Il'd an
~ of film. Abnihom >p:n """" d'wec
)'ClIfS ""'""""'inll amaleUt Iibm shol in 8 II'I'Il,
~8mm or<! [6 n"" do<i"ll b>d<101!1e '400 in
and an;<Dlthe..-.y of~ "[~
"'p",ocnto'ion, from already prodoced ond
irnagin<:d in-oogcs; the mld)'IIIII<k. the rt<)'cl<d.
f""lId footage ... f""lId oojocu. the pan, of
'cu['ure' inh.bili"i Ihe pri".le .",hi,-co of
tllCIll(f}':' says the anisl_ her ftn.l17·1l'W'Uc
"ideo S,,,,jgh' 8 (ZOOS). 0 portrail of Tom
I)'aguiar. on Anglo hlian lIO''''''''"''''- "",_
"""'"'I in ~Abnihomdirtn<d "1rnI p1a)~

"ilb her frien:k .. ar:iOrS,~ her I:io:hm
inlo.dirt """" or<! her i'I<m> inlo.!tOOio. U'ing
lhc SCIllId'<:d <nd foded foondf~ C<JIt\.......

lion< "'ilb the prolag<>IIi>l of the fdm are lOId
Ihwgh 0 prism of fu)JeIling "'" rernelrrb<:rini;,

Nikhi[ Oqn', perf"""""", $V 1Wjo 11/ <II

Khowoja P,.... "lOCh tool pIa<e in thc walled
city ofOld Delhi, ..-as. performa<i", ""ca,,,,",,,
of """""y and hill<>ry. Dressed in glin<:ri"i
to)'a! regalia, lhc ficlitioos charac1er Sit Raja [[[
,,~ hi' "ay Ibrough the narrow c",•.-<Ied
_ of Old Delhi \O'I<-..Js K!I<>oIaja Press, an

I'" f'..... "'" I"..... F...u".. 2001

old Utdu prinlinjl rnss lbal resides """'"' from
Jam> ~t..jld -" [7th-«'l'ltury fMS<lIIO bIJiIl by
~ Shah/allan. O'.... many C<JIt\<or:<Illioos
wilb thc old. fe;,ty o•.-ner of the press Mif
Fcluni. he WlO3IIhed the hoary """ ollhc Din
l>uniy. H""se which hoooc' lhe pre.. and
"'hich ,,-as bc[ic>"O<l10 ha,,, oo,n buill for 0
lI\lIUII dallgh<er and ber ILIt<>' "".... by' N.w3Ob.
Conyetle<! inlO " f.."ory fa- • printing p..""
0[on8 'he ....y. Ihe pre.. h.d Ihe historic
notorlely of having prinled und.'groond
maIerial f... the f..,..,.,.. 18S7 MutinyagairlSl!be
BriliYL Al thc cl",,--d; 100I< on tKJ<IpIussed, Sir
Raja III printed IcaIIeIs on the history of thc
pte". IIaIIded Ibem oul '0 members of the
<:ommUnity and len in siI<'r>oe. A gho<I.relic
fran • colonial past. he loft behind • mcrnnry
paliJnl>;esl- and lOlUIy """"'.."C!'t<l~

A' """" ani SU W\JUk lo u" modes olan
"""ide those wpponed by !be mark",. Ihey
nced .ltern.,h'e frame"'Qrk, 10 enoble "
wwtincd eflio'g<m<nt PnbIic and con",.mity
~'''"pro;o;:u. based on coIlaborlllion. d>JIlCf'
alion .nd crilical dialogue. an: "ri'ing 10
reoonnect an and sociely, Beside Kohj in New
Delhi, thc 111di. Foundalion f... the Arts (!fA),
• funding ogen<JI for the arts, and Sarai•• new
media initiallYe which supportsre~
practice lIIrough • nurnbe<ol.......1fcl"""-.hi""
offer pan!' lo the ani" communilY and lin: oil
internationally fundeJ. M"", weh iniliali,...
.... n<oi<d, apaI1 fran funding. ani,.. n:qui,.,
p""fnrms and OOI><1Ji.. """ will facili~ in!cr'
""lion, bcl"-ttn the ani". the ",,"n,i,,. the
ur1>an pi........ the..........ruly and the archil...

One """"'" 100I< lo the f'lbli< '"'-101 _ in
<loop crisis in IIIdia _ for~ In tIt<.50s.
pa;l in<Jcrende=.•~ elfcn " ... made
by thc g<l'o........... 10 e;.tabliih an inf""""",","
fa- the 'isua! ans_ Two n<daI in,titutior6, thc
NaIiooaI Gallay of M<>d<m An and thc LoIil
K.aI. Ac3dcmy. both based in N<w OcUli. "....,
.lei lip '"play • pr."oraI roI< in !lJWIXting th< ""'­
Today. """"'tr.1b<y .."",. tiled 100I<; caught in

"' ...... ".". ~: "SIlOK SUKUMAIlAS AM)
SUA'SA ANASI). A ...... '" s.-..o.. ':1..••
_ lOO7. I'IotJI< 1m, ' , ....11II _ .....

In"rl..,•. C...,..,: C....p. M" b.al: RM'I
AG,'R\\AI.IU"l"" -. tbt_ "" m"!
(oo-ioo;~lOO7.C-prinO ... _,"" _.-'0 .6CI_
Coo....,. "" onI>I; M'1S/tA AllRAIL'~'.S<nOchI
1 (otIlI), 2(l(l!. ,_ " ......

_: "'R'IISI[~KIL\ZR.\.~lpJl)nl",

Ipll;u.lOO7.~ ............. """""""
......... GJw1tol. tIt< ........

bore....,..,ic .pathy, they Ita,.. f.iled '0""
ern-'ision lhemIeh'" and I:«p pace "ilb """'"'
roode' of an producli"".1Id praclice, 1hc
Mini>lry of Culture and the Indian Cooocil for
Cultural Relations (ICCR), "hich ha,........1
fuIIdo for scholarshil'l and~ ha>" conleln­
penry an milSing from the~~

Whrn the_an ...-hool in India. tho F"", An
depanJn<oI" MS Urin'<fSiry in Baroda. is 31""",
_lock and key due to misplao<:d~
by thc owe', righl-"'ing lIO''OIt'IIIl>:e; "hrn!be
"""profi' 0«1<0' can boal.I of no ""'"' thIUI •
o;qJIe of ....... an instinJliorui -lid> as Sa<ai and
I<Mj thai suwon r<SCZdI and ....IIL, ''P'"''Y....
~ ..'hen lbm:nis<o<>nly nnean magatiJr
forconltlll'Oflll)' an in all of Jr>:Iia whrnoritical
and CIII'Ol<wiaI disoourse is minimal: Ol'lll ~hen !be
<>nIy real fundi"ll~ f... l!>< .... in India. die
!FA. oomiru<s., $II\IggIe., raise its ""'" funds.
it does 001 bOOt "'ell for!be .....

Ilope. il ...m,. ",m ,,'ilh lhe growing
pm.aI< ~. The argumetR """ the frrnelic
lUO"'1h of thc an marI;et "'ill f",,1 the necessary
chang\' rome'. """,,''Or. with. '"'"ai, fo<.
deSpilO IlIdi', newly ""hie"'d ...Iu, •• on
roooornic p<>'O'"'.•OOII'I-malioo born-""" the ....
Ol'lll buoinc$O - in ..-1Uch an is $<CIlas nco)lSl ...
CJb:jecIr...~ ......... irnp;:JrtaIJl im •
"..". in lI':JCieIy itself- i' )<110 begin.

Nodoubl the opolligtR i' on India - .... !he
..iring is fragile and in~ oeed ofrepair. _

--~--""""I"'" ''-'-'-'..... _iWIll_.-
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